The present research examined whether lexical (whole word) or more rule-based (morphological constituent) processes can be locally biased by experimental list context in past tense verb inflection. In Experiment 1, younger and older adults completed a past tense inflection task in which list context was manipulated across blocks containing regular past tense verbs (e.g. REACH-REACHED) or irregular past tense verbs (TEACH-TAUGHT). Critical targets, consisting of half regular and half irregular verbs, were embedded within blocks and participants' inflection response latency and accuracy were assessed. The results yielded a cross-over interaction in response latencies for both young and older adults. In the regular context there was a robust regularity effect: regular target verbs were conjugated faster than irregular target verbs. In contrast, in the irregular context, irregular target verbs were conjugated faster than regular target verbs. Experiment 2 used the same targets but in the context of either standard nonwords or nonwords ending in ''-ED'' to test the possibility of a phonological basis for the effect. The effect of context was eliminated. The results support the notion that distinct processes in past tense verb production can be locally biased by list context and, as shown in Experiment 2, this route priming effect was not due to phonological priming.
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Introduction
An overarching goal of psycholinguists is to identify the specialization of language systems (e.g., modules) to handle different input types (e.g., Fodor, 2008) . The current study examines the extent to which basic linguistic processes are flexibly influenced by local context-specific control systems, as has been observed in other cognitive domains such as attention and memory.
One area where the flexibility of the language processor has been recently explored is in speeded word naming, a quasi regular domain in English where there are both regular (e.g., HINT) and irregular (e.g., PINT) mappings of spelling-to-sound correspondence (e.g., Kinoshita, Lupker, & Rastle, 2004; Monsell, Patterson, Graham, Hughes, & Milroy, 1992; Reynolds & Besner, 2008; Zevin & Balota, 2000) . For example, Zevin and Balota (2000) asked participants to read aloud a series of context items and target words. The context items consisted of either low-frequency exception words (biasing a more lexical/whole word processing) or nonwords (biasing a more sublexical mapping of spelling-to-sound conversion). Zevin and Balota found that nonword primes, relative to low-frequency exception word primes, produced a higher proportion of regularization errors (mistakenly pronouncing an exception word according to spelling-to-sound rules, as in ''pint'' rhyming with ''mint''), and a larger regularity effect. Within a dual route model of word pronunciation (e.g., Coltheart, Rastle, Perry, Langdon, & Ziegler, 2001 ), these results suggest that lexical or sublexical processing pathways can be biased by local context, and points to the need for a more flexible model of the lexical processing system.
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